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TRANSPORTATION 
 
Students riding buses 
 
Temperature checks will be conducted on every student prior to them getting on a bus in the morn-
ing. (If a student’s temperature is 100.4 or higher, he/she will not be permitted to get on the bus or 
attend school that day.) 
 
Students will be seated on buses with social distancing to the best ability possible (e.g., alternating 
seats, one student per seat). 
 
There will be no more than one rider per seat, except for family members. 
 
If your child will wear a mask, it will be strongly recommended, but not required.  We will        
consider each individual student’s ability and medical condition. 
 
Arrival and dismissal will be staggered (e.g., different entrances, staggering number of students 
that disembark from buses) to provide appropriate social distancing. 
 
Buses will be wiped down after the completion of each route. 
 
All buses will be sanitized after each AM and PM route by maintenance personnel. 
 
Driver and aide temperatures will be taken prior to each route. 
 
Parent transporting students 

 
Temperature checks will be conducted prior to the student entering the building. (If a student’s 
temperature is 100.4 our higher, he/she will not be permitted to enter the school that day.) 
 
A teacher/staff member will meet you and your child at the vehicle. The teacher/staff will assist the 
student into the building. We will not be able to assist you with getting him/her out of the vehicle 
(e.g., unbuckling seatbelt, assisting with lifts). 
 
Arrival and dismissal times will be staggered to provide appropriate social distancing. 
 
If you chose to transport your child, it will be a minimum of a 9 week period commitment. 
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CLASSROOMS/SCHOOL ENVIRONMENT  
 
We will make every effort to implement appropriate social distancing but please understand that that 
may not always be feasible. 
 
The movement of the students within the building will be limited (i.e., remain in one room, movement 
within 1-2 spaces within the building). 
 
Seating and movement within each classroom will consider social distancing (i.e., spacing of desks/
tables, visual markers on floors). 
 
Lunches will be delivered and eaten in the classrooms. 
 
For students that need movement and/or sensory breaks, they will be provided using social distancing 
(e.g., schedules of movement in hallways, visual markers on floors). 
 
Areas in which there is movement (e.g., hallways) will be disinfected throughout the day. 
 
All staff must wear a face mask that covers both mouth and nose in hallways, common areas, and class-
rooms where other staff or students are present.  
 
Students are encouraged to wear masks but it will not be required if based on an individual basis he/she 
is not able to do so. 
 
Social distancing (six feet apart) should be maintained whenever possible.  
 
Every effort should be taken to maintain 10 or fewer persons in each classroom. 
 
Temperatures will be checked at the end of the day prior to dismissal and if needed periodically during 
the school day. 
 
Every classroom will have a sign in sheet hanging outside their classroom for contact tracing purposes.  
 
Classrooms areas/spaces and materials will be cleaned after each use (e.g., wiped down). 
 
Staff and students will wash their hands frequently throughout the day. 
 

 
BUILDING AND GROUNDS 
 
The building is being treated with an electrostatic sprayer every evening and as requested during the 
day. 
 
The building is sanitized every evening and as requested during the day. 
 
Restrooms are sanitized routinely throughout the day and every evening. 
 
Playground equipment is sanitized after each use. 
 
Every effort is being conducted to encourage social distancing. (Marking floors, barriers, etc.) 
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BUILDING AND GROUNDS, continued 
 
Cleaning supplies are readily available for staff at all times and when requested. 
 
Staff are wearing masks at all times and taking every precaution necessary to keep our employees and 
students as safe and comfortable as possible. 
 
 

VISITORS TO THE BUILDING 
 
There will be no visitors allowed in the building at any time. 
 
 

ILLNESS AND NURSING 
 
Emergency Medical Authorization 
 
List all medications the student is taking, known side effects the student experiences and other rele-
vant diagnoses. Include known allergies and how the allergy symptoms manifest.  
Include 2 or more working contacts that can be reached during the school day for a child experi-
encing illness or other emergency.  

 
Symptom monitoring  
 
Screen student before school for symptoms, to include a temperature check, prior to transporting. 
Staff are also required to self-screen for symptoms prior to arrival. Additional screening will occur 
for students and staff upon arrival to school, including temperature checks. 
Temperature checks will be completed throughout the day to provide additional monitoring.   

 
Reporting 
 
Notify the school if student or a family member have been exposed or diagnosed with COVID-19. 
Current guidelines will be followed which may cause exclusion to school for a quarantine period or 
clearing through testing.  

 
Exclusions 
 
If a student is experiencing symptoms illustrated in the attached appendix and are not in need of 
emergency transport, they will be isolated within the school building with a staff present to await a 
parent to transport home.  
It is expected that parents provide their own transportation of ill students in a timely manner.  

 
Nursing care 
 
In some instances students will receive their medication in the classroom, rather than reporting to 
the clinic. Other care needs may be delivered in the classrooms as well. We will provide privacy and 
dignity as well as safety for the students and staff.  
Decisions will be made on an individual basis, if there are special concerns of note, please notify 
the nursing clinic.   
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PROTOCOL FOR BATHROOM VISITS/TOILETING 
 
All students must have a staff escort to the restroom. If they are capable, they may be trained to wash 
hands and wipe down handles, doors, sink faucets, etc. 
 
Students will be supervised at all times to ensure cleaning is done properly. 

 
STAFF 
 
Staff temperatures will be taken upon entering the building at arrival and at the end of the day as they 
leave.  
 
Temperatures may be checked periodically during the day. 
 

All staff must frequently wash their hands during the school day following the standard handwashing 
protocol.  
 

Hands should be washed after contact with a student and before touching another 
student.  
 

Gloves and a shield or goggles should be worn during changing and feeding of children. Gloves 
should be changed and hands washed between each child. 
 
 Training will be provided by nursing to review handwashing and usage of gloves.  
 
All staff are required to eat lunch in their classrooms and breaks will be limited. 
 
 
If staff order food it should be pre-paid and delivered with no contact.   
 
Staff that become sick during the school day will need to contact the front office and a nurse will 
come to the classroom to complete an evaluation.  
 
If fever or other COVID -19 symptoms are present, the staff member will be sent home immediate-
ly and will be able to return to work only after a negative COVID -19 test and/or release from their 
physician.  
 
If the staff member must wait for transportation, you will be asked to wait either outside (if weather 
permits) or in an assigned quarantine room.  
 

 
THINGS TO REMEMBER! 

 
Wash your hands well and often! 
 
Wear your mask always. 
 
If you or a family member should test positive for the COVID-19 
virus, please let us know and talk to your doctor about self-isolation. 
 

For more information go to www.mahoningcountydd.org 
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    COVID-19 Checklist  

COVID-19 Checklist for Families with Children/Youth with 

Special Healthcare Needs 

Protecting Against COVID-19 
 

Symptoms associated with COVID-19 include cough, or shortness of breath, or any two or more of the 
following: fever, chills, repeated shaking with chills, muscle pain, headache, sore throat, loss of taste or 
smell. These symptoms can range from minor to severe, and while it appears children are less likely to 
become seriously ill, anyone with immune deficiency or suppression, obesity, or a chronic illness — such 
as asthma, emphysema, diabetes, or heart, lung, liver or kidney disease, or other conditions —  may be at 
higher risk. 
 
There does not appear to be evidence indicating that children with medical complexity (CMC) develop 
more serious symptoms; however, it is recommended that anyone who has a serious long-term health 
problem take precautionary actions to reduce the risk of getting sick with the virus. These actions include 
distancing from others and going out only when absolutely necessary, as well as the preventative 
measures listed in the below graphic. 
 
Ohio Department of Health Director Amy Acton, M.D., MPH, also strongly recommends that families with 
young people with special healthcare needs: 
 

Stock up medications, durable medical equipment (DME), special nutritionals, and other 

supplies, and be prepared to stay home for an extended period. You may need to contact 

your physician for extra medication or change to a mail-order pharmacy to obtain more 

than a month’s supply. Try to keep a 90-day supply on hand. For children with asthma, it 

is important to have extra inhalers and to follow your asthma plan. 

 

Keep family emergency preparedness kits well stocked with food, water, household 

supplies and other items. If you have a go-bag, such as an emergency kit for a 

tracheostomy or gastronomy tube (G-tube), make sure it is complete and stocked with 

back up supplies. 

 
Frequently clean and disinfect DME, assistive technology and adaptive equipment.  

 
Understand that protective equipment — gloves, water repellent gowns, face shields — 
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may be necessary for home care workers, especially for children with secretions. Please 

limit use when possible due to concerns over severe shortages. 

 
 Keep children with symptoms isolated from those without, particularly children with 

medical complexity. 

  

Ask home nurses and other healthcare workers to stay away if they have COVID-19 

symptoms. Workers who do visit should take extra precautions when caring for your child. 

Plan for absences and changes in schedule. 

 

Consider arranging alternative strategies for home visitors, such as video chats or phone 

calls. 

 

Develop a plan for emergency caregivers in case family members or guardians become 

ill. Try to assure that children are cared for by people they know so there are minimal 

separations from familiar caregivers. If service animals are in the house, make sure that 

the children and animals can stay together. 

 

Any testing for COVID-19 requires a doctor’s order. Do not go to the emergency 

department or urgent care to obtain a test. If you believe that your child needs to be 

evaluated, call your pediatrician in advance to make sure that the office or clinic is 

prepared for isolation. 

 
For additional information, visit coronavirus.ohio.gov. 

 
For answers to your COVID-19 questions, call 1-833-4-ASK-ODH (1-833-427-5634). 
 
Your mental health is just as important as your physical health. If you or a loved one are experiencing anxiety 
related to the coronavirus pandemic, help is available 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Call the COVID-19 
CareLine at 1-800-720-9616. 
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    Coronavirus Disease 2019  
 

COVID-19 Checklist for When to Contact Your Provider 

Top Recommendations If You Feel Sick 
 

Ohio Department of Health Director Amy Acton, M.D., MPH, strongly recommends that all 

Ohioans take the following actions: 

 

Pay attention for these signs that you may have COVID-19: 

• Cough. 

• Shortness of breath/difficulty breathing. 

• Two or more of these symptoms: 
▪ Fever. 
▪ Chills. 
▪ Repeated shaking with chills. 

▪ Muscle pain. 

▪ Headache. 

▪ Sore throat. 

▪ Loss of taste or smell. 
 
Symptoms may be mild or severe and may appear two to 14 days after exposure to the virus. 
 

Call your doctor immediately (before seeking care) if you feel like you are developing these 
symptoms. If you have a medical appointment, call the healthcare provider and tell them that you 
have symptoms consistent with COVID-19. This will help the healthcare provider’s office take steps 
to keep other people from getting infected or exposed. Put on a cloth face covering before you 
enter the facility. 

 

Seek prompt medical attention if you develop emergency warning signs for COVID-19. In adults, 
these can include: 

• Difficulty breathing or shortness of breath 

• Persistent pain or pressure in chest 

• New confusion or inability to arouse 

• Bluish lips or face. 

This list is not all inclusive. Please consult your healthcare provider for any other severe or 

concerning symptoms. 
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Ask your doctor to call the local health department or the Ohio Department of Health if 
COVID-19 is suspected. People who are placed under active monitoring or facilitated self-

monitoring should follow instructions provided by the local health department. 

 

 
For additional information, visit coronavirus.ohio.gov. 

 
For answers to your COVID-19 questions, call 1-833-4-ASK-ODH (1-833-427-5634). 

 
Your mental health is just as important as your physical health. If you or a loved one are experiencing anxiety 
related to the coronavirus pandemic, help is available 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Call the COVID-19 
CareLine at 1-800-720-9616. 
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